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How to look at an advertisement – Working Together

An advertisement is a way to try to sell something. Today, commercials on television try
to persuade you to buy things. Even before television was invented, advertisements were
found in newspapers or as posters. The purpose of advertisements is the same regardless
of when they were published: to persuade people to buy a product or pay for a service.
When you look at an advertisement:

First: Ask yourself, “What is being sold?”
Next: Who is selling it and does the seller list a price?
Then: Find out what makes the product or service special.

Look at the advertisement below from a bakery in Massachusetts in 1859.



First: What is being sold?

______________________________________________________________________________

Next: Who is selling it? What is the selling price?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Then: What makes it special?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Question: How is this advertisement different from the advertisements you know?
How is it the same?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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How to look at an advertisement – On Your Own

First: Ask yourself, “What is being sold?”
Next: Who is selling it and does the seller list a price?
Then: What makes it special?

Look at the advertisement
on the right for a Kodak camera.

First: What is being sold?

______________________________________

______________________________________

Next: Who is selling it? What is the
selling price?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Then: What makes it special? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Question: Would you buy this product? Explain why or why not.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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How to look at a f irsthand account – Working Together

A firsthand account is when someone who lives in a particular time writes about his
or her own experience of an event. Some examples of firsthand accounts are diaries,
telegrams, and letters. Remember that many people can see the same event, but their
retelling of the event may be different. Listening to or reading about the same event
from different sources helps us to understand history more fully.

When reading a firsthand account:

First: Find out who is writing the account.
Next: What is the time period during which it was written?
Then: Read the account and ask yourself, “What happened?”

Below is a small section of an account by Richard Blinn, who kept a diary of his travels
in Kansas from Fort Hays to Fort Dodge in 1868. He wrote about two occasions when
he met up with Native Americans.

The Diary of Richard Blinn. (Kansas State Historical Society)

April, Wednesday 8, 1868

Big Timber Creek. Left Hays this morning at 7 o’clock drove 16 miles had a
big scare today. Saw our first Indians today. They were about four miles off.
They did not notice us at all but went about their business what ever it was. We
are traveling with a Mexican train. They are camped about a mile back.

April, Saturday 11, 1868

Fort Dodge. Started out of the camp this morning at 3 o’clock and drove 12
miles and stopped at this place to go to a dance tonight at some of Jack’s
friends. Found lots of Indians here but they were friendly and do not offer to hurt
anyone.
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First: Who wrote these diary entries?

______________________________________________________________________________

Next: When did he write these diary entries?

______________________________________________________________________________

Then: What happened?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Question: What did Mr. Blinn observe about the Native Americans? Was he surprised?
Why? How does this account change your view of history?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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How to look at a f irsthand account – On Your Own

First: Find out who is writing the account.
Next: What is the time period during which it was written?
Then: Read the account and ask yourself, “What happened?”

Below is a telegram from 1903. At that time, telegrams were used as a way of sending
information quickly. Few people then had telephones, and no one had e-mail! This 
particular telegram was sent by Orville Wright to his father, Bishop Milton Wright. Orville
Wright and his brother, Wilbur Wright, invented and successfully flew the first airplane.
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First: Who wrote this account?

___________________________________

Next: When did he write this account?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Then: What happened?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Question: How do you think Orville Wright felt? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Question: What important historical information about life in America in 1903 can we
learn from looking at this telegram?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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How to look at a song – Working Together

People have always written songs to show how they feel. Many songs from the
United States let us know how people felt about this country or an important event
such as winning our independence. When you look at the lyrics, or words of a song,
it is like reading a poem. Remember that the ideas may be written in language that
looks and sounds different from the way we express ourselves today.

When we look at a song from the past we are looking to see how the song helps
us better understand the past. There are some steps to take when looking at a song.
Let’s go over the steps together.

When you look at a song:

First: Find out the title of the song.
Next: Read the lyrics of the song and put them in your own words.
Then: Ask yourself, “What is the big idea?” and “Why was this song written?”

This song was written in 1832 by the Reverend Samuel Francis Smith when he discovered
the tune to the British song “God Save the Queen” in a German music book. Reverend
Smith decided to write a patriotic song about the United States using the same tune.

My Country, ’Tis of Thee
(or America)
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My country, ’tis of thee,
Sweet land of liberty,

Of thee I sing:
Land where my fathers died,
Land of the pilgrim’s pride,
From every mountain side,

Let freedom ring.

My native country, thee,
Land of the noble, free—

Thy name I love:
I love thy rocks and rills,
Thy woods and templed hills;
My heart with rapture thrills

Like that above.

Let music swell the breeze,
And ring from all the trees,

Sweet freedom’s song:
Let mortal tongues awake,
Let all that breathe partake,
Let rocks their silence break,

The sound prolong.

Our Father’s God, to thee,
Author of liberty,

To thee I sing:
Long may our land be bright
With freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by thy might,

Great God, our King.



First: What is the title?

______________________________________________________________________________

Next: Put the song in your own words.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Then: What is the big idea? Why was this song written?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Question: What song does this song remind you
of? Why?

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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How to look at a song – On Your Own

First: Find out the title of the song.
Next: Read the lyrics of the song and put them in your own words.
Then: Ask yourself, “What is the big idea?” and “Why was this song written?”

Look at the song below. It is the first verse of “The Star Spangled Banner,” which is our
national anthem. This song was written by Francis Scott Key during the War of 1812. In
1814 Key witnessed one particularly fierce battle at sea. The Americans and British
fought into the night. He was so happy to see the American flag still standing after the
battle that he wrote this song.

The Star Spangled Banner

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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First: What is the title?

______________________________________________________________________________

Next: Put the song in your own words.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

Then: What is the big idea?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Question: Why do you think this song was picked as our national anthem? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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